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Down Syndrome Association announces campaign, new location

Leadership of the Down
Syndrome Association of
West Michigan Foundation
Thursday announced the
Connecting Communities
campaign, an $850,000 fund-

raising effort to move its
headquarters to the new Spe-
cial Olympics facility in Cut-
lerville, expand staff and pro-
gramming services, and build
sustainability through an en-

hanced endowment fund.
DSAWMEF was estab-
lished in 2012 to ensure the
financial sustainability of its
sister organization, the Down
Syndrome Association of
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A highly publicized probe into allepatons
of fraudin the November 2020 election fuelcd
some commissioners questinns at st week &

Reheces Plerce

Some stick up for the sheriff

Mike Marlow of Hope Township, Michacl
Lyans of Delton, Don Bradstreet of Hastings,
and Adam Heikkila, a Hastings husiness

The fact that commissinners asked ques-
tions about the shenff s investigation was a
problem for some.

White sd. | voted for the sherff, | voted

tomoarrow

buard meeting e Les preseted s anoual.

T e Accldenials T i S
Tt et me e ol ol
playing here sioners they had no business questioning the

sherff sbou his investigation.
“What's it gmn; 10 hun?” Charles Hertzler

s e
mw\mmlallsls will wrap wp the regular
schedle of Huings Live, te (ree sum.
enlertainment sen

" The Accidentals and An Iro will be the
final proups pesforming for Friday Night
Features i the Commumty Concert
Senes, respectively.

Buth will play 2 Themapple

[z in downtonn Hastings, beginning al
730 pm. Atendees are encouraged fa
ring their awn chairs or blankets forseat-

ing.
The Aceudentals will retum tomurrow:
nught, Aug. 20, for the Friday Night

Trareme Ciy area Uends inie folk pop
into a sound all 1ts own, incorpo-

S e
stnnged-instrument skal

An Do plays a blend of raditional and
original melndies from across the globe

They will play Wednenday. Avg. 25,
Listeners will hear traditional Tnsh melo-

es, medieval French songs, Breton
dance funes, Scandipavian refrains,

Appdacian ilucuces Arbe thyhms
il Afncan grooves all performed aith
joy-and fr

The Smmmerfest swics vl Bl the
suge nest ek, wih performances by

rocked Rooi, Zion Lion Hotel
Cuiorns, pmbers o Sicark.
Toppermost and Slippery When Wel
(More details next week)

More infarmation on Hasings Live can
be found at faceboak. com nihastingslive.

Back to school

Teachers. spudents and their Samilies
are prepaning for 3 new school year. with
mew pearand a new. or familiar, rowtine

Students in the Lakewood Public
School district have already found their
lockers and desks, met their teachers and
walked the hzll’ -:m. since schuol
resumed theee

Local puhln: uhmls and there <tan
dates include:

Lakew ood - Wednesday, \uy 18

Hastings ~ Moy, Aug.

Maple Valley - \lom.h) Aug 23

ﬂ.\m prle Kellope - Tuesday, Avg

I)cllr-n Kellngg — Tuesday. Sept. 7

Hastings church
hosting blood
drive Tuesday

pible donors can help overcome the
mmu need o bod and encurebload s
wailable by making an appoints

Eeiallo g sl
New Life Assembly Church east of
Hastings s hasting a blood drive Tuesday,

and appeintment alots are shil available’
The dave will be Ave. 24 from noan to
545 pm. The church is at 1490 F. State.

Individuals who are at least 17 years
s

s
ble to donate blood A blood donor cand or
dnver’s ficense o two otber forms ol
dentification are requred at check-in.
LM g local drives include Grace

unity: Church, Nashil

o o
Middlexille Sept 8, and First Presbyters

wreh, Hastings, Sept. 30.

Appountments are preferred ani may be
mads by usng the' Rel Croe Blood
Donur A ising RedCrossBlond o
orcaling $00733.9767

See NEWS BRIEFS, page 2

This mulli-insrumentalist trio from the |

of “Esther you find out the
mmu r)w Tind out there s problems. What's
wr? 1 don \ know what the big

persanally thinking about bringing
harpes,” Hertler added, “filing charges
against you people for not standing up for the
will of ihe peaple. 1f 1 have o sell my house
to ol W sll my b (0o it Enough 15

" Thuse first ‘remarks from the public

Tuesday moming’s commitice of the whole |

sexson started a cascade of public comments
from Gary White of Nashville. Flder
Shellenbarger of Carlton Township, Joe

Barry County’s on the grow

Census shows what’s

In Bary County, the Janeest part of the
inercase s alony the westem sile, panieularly

oo along the M-37 comdor Thormapple
drivi vel en; Township. the counly’s must_populated
£ Clua more than 1.
Stalf Writer in the past 10 years, honsting its population

New population fipures fram the US.
Census Bureau shuw Barry County as ane of
the fastest-prowing counties in the state
Acconding to official 2020 Census figures
rsday.

from 7.884 10 9,331,
About wuibinds of the m\\nslups
opulation growth came in the village of
Nhddlex |lle ‘which icked up ey 1,000
has.

erisedlls

percent over the past decale W 3

n._n: it ol cighth

argest among Michigan's 83 counties. The
1n|n census showed the county at 59173
residents

“The county s population increase reflected
a larger overall rmgl:linn of people 10 the
west sade of the state

Of the four fastest-prowing counties in the
state in the new census, three of them [Ottawa
2 123 percent. Kent a1 92 pereent and
Mlegan at 82 percent] are in West Michigan.
Grand Traverse was the fourth.

No mask mandate in Hastings
schools when new year begins

Benjamin Simon
Staff Writer

Hastings Area Sehond System oflcaly
reiterated their_plan (o stant the
school year without mask D e
they head back t classes on Aug. 23,

Superintendent  Matt Guehel hegan
Monay s board of education meeting with a
statement updating the public on the district’s
policies

“We are following exactly what the Centers
for Disease Con and Prevennon am)
AMichigan Department of Health and 1luman
Services are recommending ... We are
recommending  mask-weanng, bt not
mandating this, and leaving it up o the staff
and parents 10 decide what is best for their
individual situation.” Guehel sail

*“There will he no intended or urintended  several

pressure.  coercion,  sepregation  or

disenmination of anyone for Weanng oc ot

wearing a m: wd an their choice or
iefs.

The meeting was attended by nearly 50
people, with the majonty of tables in the
middle school cafetena nccupied “The school
distict decision was. m=| with thanks from
people in the audicn

crate the Nnn,l doing what they did
carlier,” Kelli Case said

Case went an f0 udd that <he is fearful the

22 coming fromf ur transmission i excessively
ligh — and it is." she sid. “We are having

on of 4295, 5 JAmemu increase
fv-\m!h lIJIlI census figure of 3,

1 think its a response to i e
people wanting to live in the Thomapple
Kellopg school district. in close proximity to
Grand Rapids,” said Catherine Gelty. a county
commissioner who represents Thomapple and
Yankee Springs townships and also serves as
zoning  administrator  far  Thomapple
Township.

e ve done a lot of plsemaking projects

See CENSUS page 2

decision. Sarah Barmum said she s »
pharmacist and works in 3 hospital.

“U'm uying 1o understand where we're |$

amMtE it by e v g (o s
force it upon us.”

During his opening statement. Guchel
nuted Dt the iaret Wil contine. with
several COVID-19-prevention  measures,
such as social distancing. contact tracing.
hand washing, sanitizing. lowering lunch
roum numbers, cleaning huses and limiting
yisitrs. A fersl mandate reqire chidren
10 wear masks an school

[ i o e e e i
residets stood up and discussed the
recently failed hond request

Schoul district voters tumed down the Aug.
3 hond proposal. which would have generted
521.9 million for the schools. The funding
would have gone primanly to pay for
waintenance needs, such as 2 new roof,
reiacing windows, rnovating b,
improsing air quality and more. If passed, the
nilage rate weuld hare Tovied €5 el
Will now drop to 6 mills.

With 3303 nnl voles = 1,693 people
voted against the bond and 1610 voted for the
bond

In the first public comment of the evening.
Elden Shellentanger pushed back apainst the

make the  disinct's decision (0 ask for the tax levy in the

nany
mask just doesn 1 work

firs place.

Michael Lyons
Thbotson of Rutland Charter Township, Gary
Aunsan of Delton, Rod Romeyn of Hastings.

for the clerk. 1'm concemed that the clerk has
e | 1 aven? seenthis board ask
the clerk an
Elden =nd|=n|n.-,« said, “The sherifl
duesn t Bave a duty to exphain 1o you guys
abats going on. Hes obligsied o aay
< Yo should be amsied for

reet. who spoke from 2 wheel-
chair, paunded the able i front o kir. 1
sick and tired of elected officials not doing
Bl they Te el e, When | heae yor

ot supporting Dar Leaf like you shouid, 1
e like sou et e = an o be — held
accountable.”

See SHERIFF, page 2

2010 2020 percent

Thornapplo Tovmship 7084 9331 +18.4
City of Hastings 7350 7514 v 22
Yankee Springs Tovmship 4065 5322 4309
Villago of Middlovillo 3319 4295 +29.4
Rutland Township 3987 4136 + 37
Irving Township 3250 3,734 +14.9
Barry Township 3378 3417 +12
Orangovillo Township 3an 3,398 + 26
Prairieville Township 3404 3334 21
Castlelon Township 3471 3320 -4
Hope Township 3239 3154 26
Haslings Township 2948 93,013 +22
Johnslown Township 3008 2841 - 58
Carlion Township. 2,391 2,368 - 10
Woodland Township 2,047 1994 - 26

Assyria Township 1,986 1992 +03
Ballimoro Township 1,861 1,947 +46
Maple Grove Township 1593 1599 +04
Village cf Nashvillo 1628 1537 - 56
Village of Fraeport 283 542 +122
Viltago of Woodland 425 agt -80

Barry County population changes since 2010

The current map of the Watson Drain district shows the area invelved.

$5.5 million Watson Drain project -
is one for the history books

Reheeen Pleree.

Editor

The S5.5 million Watson Drain project may
ey well be the biggest project of s Lind in
the history of Bamry County.

Drain Commissoner Jim Dull and Deputy
Drain Conmisione Tammy layes 5. n
their knonledge of the history of ;
drain depariment, they are not aware u any

oher roject as extensive - ar espesive - a5

“You guys spent more money than you

See MANDATE, page 2

"The houndaries o the disriet prant over
Pravieville and Barry townships in south-

wesiem By County.encompassing Pleasant
Lake, Upper Crooked Lake and Lower
Cmukul ul« =m| invalring invoive 1,082
rarcels, mers and municipalities.
mu.llhmllmn far ene foc he exien-
sive \Anl\ will he assessed over 20 years (o
the parees that deive benefl o tat dis

ity e 1 ctenmining who's

assessed for the work 15 the tem “hencfits
driven.” Dull maid.

See DRAIN, page 7

Wést Michigan. Founded in
1985 by six couples who had
children with Down syn-
drome, the DSAWM's origi-
nal aim was to provide sup-
port and share knowledge
with other families.

Through the years, the
goals of the organization
have broadened to include
regular programming for
children, teens and adults
with Down syndrome.
DSAWM also serves as an
advocacy group, raises pub-
lic awareness about Down

‘syndrome, and provides for

distribution of information
relevant to Down syndrome.

The DSAWM serves hun-
dreds of local families by
providing enriching recrea-
tional, social and skill-build-
ing activities for area resi-
dents with special needs and
their families. These activi-
ties help build a network of
support for the families and
their children, leading to
life-long friendships and a
connected community that
provides support for families
raising children with dis-
abilities.

Launched last year, the
Connecting Communities
campaign has raised more
than $800,000 over the past
several months, 95 percent
of the overall campaign goal.
More than 75 community
donors, local businesses and
area foundations have sup-
ported the campaign, to date.

DSAWMF and DSAWM
leaders already have relo-
cated their offices to the
Special Olympics campus at
160 68th St. SW. The facil-
ity, formerly South Christian
High School, has been trans-
formed into the largest Spe-
cial Olympics training and
inclusion. center in the
world. The new facility pro-
vides significantly more
space for Special Olympics

and DSAWM program staff,
volunteers and area youth
and adults.

Jim Leach, president of
Hobart Sales and Service,

and Rich Kloeckner, product .

and operations manager at
Rapidparts Inc., invite the

"public to join in the fund-

raising effort which will
continue through the end of
the year.

“The invitation to join the
Special Olympics at this
new campus was a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity,”
Leach said. “As we work to
provide the very best in pro-
gramming for children and
adults with Down syndrome,
I am pleased to be part of an
effort that truly gives area
families a strong support
network, provides children
with a place where they feel
like they belong, and builds
partnerships with like-
minded organizations.”

“Demand for our pro-
grams is increasing,”
Kloeckner said. “Currently,
we are providing support to
nearly 350 people with
Down syndrome in the
counties we serve, and we
anticipate serving many

more families over the next .

several years as West Michi-

gan grows.”

Bob Boylen, DSAWMF
board chair, announced that
the campaign has received
support from local and re-
gional foundations, area
businesses and community
donors.

“We have been so fortu-
nate to receive gifts to this
important campaign. Our
campaign cabinet joins me
in thanking the community
for their meaningful gifts,”
Boylen said. “We now invite
the broader community to
help us complete this cam-
paign -effort. We welcome
gifts of all sizes.”

The announcement marks
the beginning of the public
phase of the $850,000 cam-
paign.

“This is an exceptional
opportunity for our commu-
nity to help build a strong
network of support for chil-
dren and adults that some-
times struggle to find activi-
ties and opportunities that
meet their abilities,” Leach
said. “If we can provide the
venue, we know we can
reach more families.”

More information cam-
paign can be found at
dsawmfoundation.org/con-
necting-communities.

NEED A BOX?

We sell boxes of ALL SIZES!

1351 N.Broadway (M-43) Hastings

269.945.9105

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00 - 5:00

Others expressed disappuintnient in the

Get your own copy each week
on the newstand or subscribe TODAY!

Barry Coun
Lumber

— Since 1945 —
SUMMER

WOOD PELLET SPECIAL

Area Locations to purchase the Hastings Banner!

Cloverdale:
Cloverdale General

Brown's Cedar Creek Grocery
Shelbyville:

Town & Country

Delton:

Family Fare

Delton Johnny's

Banfield:

Banfield General Store

Dowling:
Goldsworthys

Hastings:
One Stop Shop (Marathon) (M-43 North)

Superette

Family Fare

Tom's Market

Hastings Johnny's

The General Store

Marathon

Mega Bev

Hastings Pharmacy

Marathon Gas Station (M-37 West)
Marathon Gas Station (M-37 South)
Family Fare Gas Station

Woodland:
g?ﬁ::,e:;ne: Wg(:ilan?:lnExpress FREE DELIVERY
SR Nashville:

Speedway

Harding's

Greg’s Get-It-N-Go
Middleville Johnny's
Gun Lake:

Sam’s Gourmet Foods
Orangeville:
Orangeville Fast Stop
Pine Lake:

Doster Country Store
Prairvieville: :
Prairieville Fast Stop

in September
(See store for details)
Requires 100% deposit by 8/31/21

Trading Post

Little’s Country Store
Nashville Johnny's
MV Pharmacy
Nashville C Store
Carl’s

Lake Odessa:
Lake-O-Express
Lake-O-Mart

Lake Odessa Johnny's
Carl’s

Freeport:

L&J’s

269 945 3431 or 888-945-3431
225 N. Industrial Park Dr., Hastings
www.barrycountylumber.com
Mon. - Fri. 7-5; Sat. 8-4; Sun. Closed




